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S5-45 STRATEGIC OPERATIONS PLANNING COURSE (SOPC)
The aim of this course is to prepare NATO and partner officers to serve within a strategic level headquarters as operations planners, applying the Comprehensive Operations Planning Directive (COPD) within the framework of a Comprehensive Approach.  
Note: This course requires approval by the OPR and Course Director for entry. Please submit a Joining Report if interested, and you will be contacted as to the status of your approval. 
Course Length: 

1 week

Offerings per year: 
1 

Class Size: 


30 max 

Security Clearance: 
NATO UNCLASSIFIED/ Rel to PfP/EU
Rank Limitation: 
OF3 to OF-5.  Civilian staff officer equivalents are also 
eligible for nomination.
Prerequisites: 

a) Academic:  Students must complete the Comprehensive Operations Planning Course ADL package and designated reading material prior to the start of course. Here is the link: https://jadl.act.nato.int/ 
b) Language proficiency:  English IAW STANAG 6001 3333.  No additional training or translation will be provided during the course.

c) Computer skills:  Students must have basic (Level 2; Fair) computer skills in the Microsoft Office package.

Course Objectives: 

At course completion, the student should be able to:

· Understand the primary political-military conditions in NATO that determine the conduct of operations planning at the strategic level
· Identify the main activities, inputs and outputs for each stage of operations planning at the strategic level as well as the interaction required with other NATO and Non NATO organisations within a comprehensive approach
· Understand how knowledge development (KD) contributes to situation awareness and comprehensive operations planning at the strategic level
· Understand the use of strategic design concepts in developing a strategic assessment of a crisis, strategic responses options and a strategic concept of operations
· Analyse the main actors and factors in a crisis, including the role of the international community, to determine the nature of the risk and threat to NATO’s security interests and requirements for a comprehensive approach
· Determine alternative strategic approaches within a comprehensive approach for NATO to achieve its strategic objectives and desired end state in a crisis
· Develop military response options in accordance with NAC direction and MC guidance and justify recommendations
· Develop SACEUR’s Strategic Planning Direction and initial Strategic Concept Directive (COPD)
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