ISAF TACTICAL LANGUAGE and CULTURE Course - Pashto
To familiarize ISAF, NATO and national staff with the Pashto language and tribal customs to include key words and phrases as well as cultural concepts to champion key leader engagements (KLE’s) in support of the ISAF COIN strategy, tactical intelligence and COIN operations.
Course Length: 2 wks
Offerings per year: 4
METT Available: NO
Class Size: 30 max/20 min

Security Clearance: NATO SECRET
Rank Limitation: Any military member of the rank OR-2 through OF-6 or their civilian equivalents in NATO and PfP countries.  
Prerequisites: none
Course Objectives:  Upon course completion, EITP course participants will able to identify and use keywords and phrases in the Pashto language. They will also be able to understand basic cultural concepts and perform common social & professional interactions with local populace, etc.

a. Task: Student receives introduction in basic Pashto phrases and terminology.

b. Conditions: Given reference materials, student handouts and classroom instruction. 

c. Standard: Demonstrate a basic understanding and use of Pashto phrases and terminology

8. Language and Cultural Activities:

a. Describe and recognize Pashto alphabet and letter pronunciation.

b. Exchange and understand basic greetings and pleasantries, used in introductions, mission essential engagements, meals, and social functions.

c. Use and understand vocabulary effective for rapport building conversation and negotiations (interjections, words of understanding/agreement)

d. Understand and effectively use basic manners and customs to include body language, seating, meeting flows, standard interaction patterns, formal/informal power relationships, etc.  

e. Understand and be able to influence senior leader counterpart interaction to include likely challenges during discussions, negotiations, and conflict mediation within the Afghan social context.

f. Review effective use of an interpreter at senior levels.

