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N3-17 NATO CONVENTIONAL Targeting Course
Aim: To familiarize NATO and invited nation's students with the NATO Joint Targeting Cycle per AJP 3.9 and related issues. The course focuses mainly on conventional Air to Surface targeting. Weaponeering and Collateral damage are also discussed, along with some non-lethal targeting concerns.  Please note this is now a one week course.  Students must have a NS clearance in order to attend as some briefs may be at the NS level.
Course Length: 

1 weeks
Offerings per year: 
10
Class Size: 


30 max / 12 min
Security Clearance: 
NATO SECRET

Rank Limitation: Officers with the rank of OF-1 to OF-4 as well as NCOs assigned or selected for assignment to organizations performing duties directly associated with the planning for and employment of military force in support of the JFC’s operational objectives. 

Prerequisites: 
Language proficiency: English IAW STANAG 6001 3333
Course Objectives:

At course completion, the student should be able to:

· Describe and discuss the Joint Targeting Cycle as described in NATO Doctrine (primary references are MC 471, AJP 3.9 Joint Targeting, ACO Directive 80-70 and ACO Manual 80-70) 
· List & describe the roles and responsibilities of targeteers assigned to various coalition, combined and joint positions and the JFC’s organizations which direct and accomplish targeting.
· Describe the role of the North Atlantic Council (NAC) and the Military Committee (MC) in the NATO Target Approval Process.  Discuss NATO and coalition partner nation’s target approval processes and effects on join/combined/coalition Force Application considerations.
· Discuss the overarching strategy-to-task process and its application in the target nomination and prioritization process.  

· Discuss the primary damage mechanisms produced when munitions are employed against specific targets (weaponeering).  Discuss air-to-surface weapons, fuses, delivery systems and guidance systems.  Describe their cumulative effects on producing desired effects on a target’s critical elements.  

· Describe the NATO approach to Collateral Damage Estimation (CDE). Discuss Collateral Damage mitigation concepts and techniques in use and under development.  
· Discuss the process of Federated and Collaborative target development and Battle Damage Assessment.
· Describe the criticality and force multiplying effects of non-lethal operations (e.g. CIMIC, IO, PSYOP) and their relationship to traditional core targeting functions.

· Discuss the importance of ensuring targeting is conducted within the internationally-accepted legal norms and the role of the JFC LEGAD in the targeting process.  

· Discuss the processes involved in the Dynamic Targeting Cycle (Find, Fix, Track, Target, Engage and Assess) and its application within a high-intensity conflict.  

· Discuss the differences in targeting when operating in a Counterinsurgency (COIN) or post-conflict stabilization and reconstruction environment and contrast this to targeting in a high-intensity conflict.
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